
2017-18 INDEPENDENT/BTHL TRAVEL TEAM (SQ, PW & BT) PROGRAM 
 
The Cincinnati Swords board of directors is please to kick off our 2017-18 Independent/BTHL travel season 
with our team tryouts.   Chris Woycke has been our MYHL commissioner and will now be commissioner for 
our Independent/BTHL teams and our High School program.  By merging these programs under one 
commissioner, the board feels we will be able to have continuity with consistent policies across all our 
programs.  Chris has had ongoing discussions with the 2016-17 coaching staff and the 2017-18 coaches.  
Critical information for all skaters and their families is outlined below. 
 
Coaches:  Our 2017-18 coaches have been announced with a separate mass email.  They are also posted on 
our website.  Coaching prospectuses which detail the coach’s background and team plans will be posted 
online prior to the tryouts.  We currently anticipate 2-3 squirt teams, 2-3 peewee teams, and 2 bantam 
teams. 
 
Tryout Schedule:  We have modified the tryout schedule to expand it to a week versus doing it all in one 
weekend.  This time expansion was done to give our coaches some additional time to solidify their teams 
but also keeping in mind that our families do not want the process drawn out too long.  The tryout schedule 
has been posted on the website at www.swordshockey.com.  As with prior years, the first evaluation is an 
all-call by birth year.  This first all-call is the skills assessment portion of our tryouts and attendance is 
mandatory.  As a reminder, the tryout schedule is subject to change based on registration numbers.  We 
will update the website as quickly as possible. 
 
Registration:  Registrations will open on April 1, 2017 or as soon as possible after USA Hockey opens their 
2017-18 registration.  You must have a 2017-18 USA Hockey number to register on our website.   The 
registration fee will be $75 if paid by Monday, April 10.   After April 10, the registration fee increases to 
$100.  This fee covers the cost of ice, pinnies and administrative costs.  
 
Excused Absence:   It is expected that all players trying out for any travel team attend the 
tryouts.  However, if a skater is injured or unable to attend a tryout, the skater must contact the office at 
swordsoffice@gmail.com.   The coaching committee and coaching staff will work to provide as fair an 
opportunity as possible. 
 
Play Up:  If a skater would like to be considered for a team one birth year older, they must (1) register and 
pay for the tryout in their current age bracket, (2) send an email to swordsoffice@gmail.com letting us 
know the skater’s name, date of birth and team they would like to be evaluated for and (3) if applicable 
obtain and complete a Player Movement Waiver from the Swords office.  The waiver must be completed 
before the skater can take the ice with the older age group.  The commissioner will review all requests with 
the skater’s 2016-17 coach and/or commissioner.  Please note, for a skater to be offered a position on the 
older team, the independent evaluators in conjunction with the coaching committee must rate the skater 
as a top-tier player on the older team.  The decision of the coaching committee is final.  All Mid-Am play up 
guidelines will be followed including the constraint that no roster can include more than 25% of players 
“playing up”.  
 
Checking Clinic:  All players birth year 2004 and older must have already attended a checking clinic OR 
attend the April 6, 2017 checking clinic.  Information about the clinic will be included in the online 
registrations for our Bantam and Midget/High School age registrations.  Only spring participants and those 
players registered for our 2017-18 teams will be allowed to participate in the checking clinic. 
 

http://www.swordshockey.com/
mailto:swordsoffice@gmail.com
mailto:swordsoffice@gmail.com


Jersey/Equipment Order:  Independent and BTHL travel team players will need to have the following items 
as part of their team package – gold home jersey and socks, black away jersey and socks, and team warm 
up top and bottom.  Coaches may require additional items and we will let you know this as soon as teams 
are selected if there are additional items you will need.  All purchases will be made through an online store 
on the website similar to past years.  Again we will be working with a narrow time frame as custom jersey 
production takes a minimum of 90 days so the order needs to be placed no June 1st for a September 1st 
delivery. 
 
Team Fees:  We will not be able to determine ice allocation until after the conclusion of our 
tryouts/evaluations.  Therefore we will not have final team costs until mid-June.  Team fees are set by 
coaches and generally range from $1,750 to $2,500.   
 
Team Financial Information:  We will need all families to process an initial deposit of $300 by Friday, May 5 
which will hold your player’s team spot.  With all teams being announced in the same timeframe, it is 
critical that players do not delay confirming their intentions so we can make any appropriate roster 
adjustments.  No refunds (or transfers) will be given for the initial team payment which signifies a skater’s 
acceptance of a spot on the team.  Additionally all Swords teams will have a monthly payment due on or 
before the first of each month (July through November).  Any additional payments made will be refunded 
only in the case where a skater relocates outside the greater Cincinnati area (more than 100 miles) or is 
unable to participate due to injury substantiated by a doctor.  In the case of relocation or injury, refunds 
will be prorated based on a calculation of the % of total ice time the team has utilized at the time a decision 
to not play is communicated to the affected head coach and the organization’s treasurer (less the 
tryout/registration fee and the initial team payment as outlined above).  Note that the Refund Policy is 
included in your initial registration and is also posted on the Swords website at www.swordshockey.com. 
 
We are very excited about the upcoming 2017-18 season.  If you have any questions, please contact the 
office at swordsoffice@gmail.com. 
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